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HOUSE of COMMONS, 
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A Motion was made, and the Queſtion being put, 
1 HAT an humble addreſs be preſented to His Majeſty, 
that he will be graciouſly pleaſed to give orders, that 
Letters of Requiſition be written, to the ſeveral provinces 
of His Majeſty” s Colonies and Plantations in America, 
to make proviſion, for the purpoſes of defending, pro- 
tecting and ſecuring, the ſaid Colonies and Plantations ; 


and 


4X 
and, that His Majeſty will be pleaſed to order, all ſuch ad- 


dreſſes as he {ſhall receive, in anſwer to the aforeſaid Letters of 
Requiſition, to be laid before this Houſe. 


"= paſſed in the Negative. 


A Motion was made, and the Queſtion being put, 
That leave be given to bring in a Bill, to ſuſpend for tie 
term of three years, the force and execution of an act, paſſed 


in the laſt Seſſion of Parliament; entitled, An AF to diſcon- 


tinue, in fuch manner and for ſuch time as are therein men- 
tioned, zhe landing and diſcharging, fading or ſhipping, FL 
goods, Wares or merchandize, at the town, and within the Har- 


bour of Boſton, i in the . of Maſſachuſets Bay, in North 


America. 


It paſſed in the Negative. 
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A Motion was made, and the Queſtion being put, 


That leave be given to bring in a Bill, to ſuſpend bor the 
term of two years, an act paſſed in the laſt Seſhon of Parlia- 
ment; entitled, An Act for zhe impartial adminiſtration of 
juſtice, in the caſes of perſons queſtioned, for any afts done by 


them, in the execution of the law, or, for the ſuppr 1 of | 


riots or rumults, in the ' province of Maſfachuſets Bay, ? in New 
England. 


It paſſed in the Negative. 


A Motion was made, and the Queſtion being put, 


That leave be given to bring in a Bill, to ſuſpend for the 


term of three years, An Act paſſed in the laſt Seſſion of Par- 


lament, entitled, AnAF for the better regulating, the govern- 


ment of ihe province of Maſſachuſets woe © in New England, 
It paſſed in che > Negative, 


7 Fr E Allning Dodge is made out, Serur dlz ing to the 

uſual and official forme, and upon the model of former 
Letters of Requ tion to the Colonies. Whenever it has been 
#hought proper to require aids from the Colonies, it has been 
the invariable cuſlom, foy the Secretary of State to write a 
circular Letter, to the Governors of the ſeveral Provinces, 
ſtating the occaſion of the demand, the circumſtances of the 
_ caſe, and the neceſſity, importance, or expediency of the ſervices 
required, with directions to lay the ſame before the reſpettive 
Aſemblies, © « to uſe his influence with them, and to recom- 
ce mend it to chem, to take theſe matters into their confidera- 
« tion, to comply with ſuch reaſonable Requiſitions.” 


The American Colonies have ever complied moſt chear fully and 
Hiberally, with all ſuch e aud aun, Requiſitions. 
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marine eſtabliſhment ; as well for the actual 
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. I | 18 MAJESTY having nothing ſo much at heart, 


as to ſee every part of his dominions put into 
a flate of ſecurity, both by ſea and land, againſt any 


attack, or even apprehe nſion of attack, from foreign 


powers, has therefore particularly taken into his con- 


ſideration , the neceſſity of keeping up a reſpectable 


pro- 


tection 


(4-8) 


tection of the commercial intereſts of Great Britain and 


America; as to maintain undiminiſhed the power. and pre- 


eminence of the Royal Flag of Great Britain, and to 


preſerve that navy, which has 1 in the time of war, car- 


ried us triumphant over all our enemies, from falling into 


neglect or inaction, in the time R peace. The naval 


power of Great Britain, is more ſpecially neceſſary, for the 
protection of His Majeſty's American ſubjeQs, from the 
ſpecial | nature of their oi; who have indeed each of 


them, by their reſpective militias, a provincial ſecurity by 


land, but from the want, of a Gmilar eſtabliſhment at 


ſea, are particularly unguarded on that element. The Co- 
loniſts are dependent upon the ſecurity of the ſea, not 


only for their own trade, but likewiſe for that ſupply 


of Britiſh manufactures, which, if they were under the ne- 


celpiy of providing for themſelves, would draw them off 
from thoſe. objects of their colonization, which are more 
beneficial to them, the poſſeſſing, and bringing! into cul- 


ture, the extenſive | and fertile lands of America, -It is 


therefore the peaceable purſuit and enjoyment of all and 
every one of theſe adyantages, for which they are beholden 


to. His Majeſty's Royal Navy, for protegtion. 
His 


6 
His Majeſty has likewiſe taken into his conſideration, 
the ſtate of ; the American Colonies, with .reſpe& to their 
military defence by land. The glory of all the American 
conqueſts! : in the late war, was . accompliſhed, by the active 


zeal, and ſtrenuous efforts, | of the Britiſh and American 


united arms; in the proſecution of which, His _ Majeſty 


- has repeatedly had experience, chat his faithful and loy- 


al ſuhjects of America, have contributed more than | their 
proportion, Hs Majeſty. is therefore well pleaſed, that 
his American ſubjects ſhould reap, upon the fortunate 
termination of that War, the advantages of feewrity moſt 


peculiarly beneficial to their ſituation. He conſiders this 
lecurity, as no more man a juſt, and adequate recompence, 


for the liberality, zeal and. courage of their Exertions, in the 
conqueſt of all thoſe hoſtile provinces, and in the extirpation 


of all thoſe foreign. European, intereſts, which had for many 
years been hovering, with an evil aſpect, over the Britiſh 


American Colonies, and circumſeribing their early growth. 


His Majeſty conſiders, that the eſtabliſhment and con- 
firmation of his wendy acquired dominions, for the peace, 


K 2 „ ſaſety, 


4 - 


ſaſety and tranquility of his ancient and a loyal Colonies, 
requires the ſame union f mind and — between 


His Majeſty s dominions, accordir 
tages to each reſpe iv 


* 


=_” — a being the beneficial advantage acquired, 


ican Colonies on the 


part of the - - Expences , of the eſtabliſhment of the con- 


| quered provinces, : ſhould all wy: the Horereignty, w 


perty and e ate. veſted. 


Wich reſpe&t to the milleiry defence of His Majeſty s an- 
cient Colonies, the fame plan may be adopted, which has 


obtained in former times of peace, as no greater ſtanding 


foros wn be neg to "ws militias Y each province, than was 


4 * 


eQively aut the Fay property 
and poſſeſſion of the aid | conqueted dominions, being 
1 4 0 Great Britaing on che one fide 3" and 4 per- 
peaceable ſecurity, from all foreign enemies, 


and from che time of their conqueſt. enjoyed, by the 


Amer His Majeſty therefore on 
this ſubject confiders, Unt d reaſon, by r much the greater 


found . 


416 

found neceſſary, before the expulſion of all foreign intereſts 
from North America. Upon conſideration of each of theſe 
branches requiring ſome military eſtabliſhment, His Majeſty 
thinks | it neceſſary, with the conſent of Parliament, to keep 
up ſome ſtanding forces in America; as well for the ſecurity 

of his newly-acquired dominions, as to be in readineſs, in 
aſe any of his ancient Colonies ſhould be attacked, to act 
in conjunction with the militia of any ſuch Colony, for the 
required defence. His Majeſty therefore, upon conſideration 
of the premiſes, both with reſpe&t to the neceſſary naval and 
military eſtabliſhments, thinks it not unreaſonable, to order 
requiſitions to be made, to the ſeveral Aſſemblies of his loyal 
Colonies in North America, for a ſuitable and voluntary 
proviſion, for the purpoſes of defending, Fee and ſe- 
curing the faid Colonies. 


And to make the execution of this matter as convenient, 
and as ſatisfaQtory as poſſible, to his ſubjects | in America, His 
Majeſty recommends the mode to the option of the Colonies ; 
as it will be equally ſatisfactory to him, if the Colonies them- 
ſelves will undertake the performance of the ſervices, under 

His Majeſty's orders, by equipping, arming, and maintaining, 
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a ſuitable number of veſſels; with the- proper complement of 


men, to be under the command of ſuch naval. officers, as His 


Majeſty ſhall, from time to time, appoint and in like man- 
ner to levy, cloath, pay and provide for, ſuch proportion of 
forces, upon the military eſtabliſhment of America, as thall be 


equitable upon the circumſtances of the caſe, and upon con- 


ſideration of the reſpective abilities of each province; ſuch 


forces to act either ſeparately, or in conjunction with any 


other of His Majeſty” s forces, and to be under the ſupreme 
command of all ſuch officers, as His Majeſty ſhall think pro- 
per to appoint. His Majeſty will order an account to be laid 


before the ſeveral Aſſemblies, of the naval and military eſta- 


bliſhments, which His _ ey” een them to 
furniſh. 


"vie Majeſty is not unmindful, of the many reſtraints and 


prohibitions which the Colonies are under, in reſpe& to their 
commerce and manufactures; and that many of the regula- 
tions eſtabliſhed by the authority of the Britiſh Parliament, 
operate to the ſame effe& (though indireely) as taxes. This 


is the accepted condition of their emigration, to continue ſu- 


bordinate to the Britiſh commerce, and infirumental to the 


| ſupport 
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ſupport and extenſion of Britiſh manufactures, while they are 


left at liberty themſelves, to ſpread into the continent of 


North America, But as many of theſe regulations and re- 


ſtraints were formed in old times, when che principles of 


commerce were perhaps ill underſtood, and as it may be found 


that many of them are nugatory, or vexatious to the American 


Colonies, without being beneficial to Great Britain; His Ma- 


jeſty hopes, that an amicable compliance with che above 


mentioned reaſonable requiſitions, and an oſtenſible contribu- 


tion on the part ot the Colonies, to the general parliamentary 


ſupply, i will pave the way for many bn the articles | 


of Commerce. And His Majeſty gives the ſtrongeſt aſſurances 


to his Coloniſts, that he will, at all times, recommend to his 


Parliament; to reviſe, repeal, ex plain, amend and relax, all 


ſuch reſtraints and prohibitions, as ſhall appear to be frivo- 


ous, unjuſt, impolitic and oppreſſive to the Colonies. 


It is with great grief that His Majeſty, who is the common 
father of his people, and views with an equal eye of affection, 


his ſubjects in every part of his dominions has, of late years i 


_ obſerved the very uahappy diviſions, which have ſubſiſted be- 


tween his Britiſh Parliament, and the Aſfemblies of his Ame- 


Tican 


(mz) 

ucan ſubjects; and that needleſs and imprudent diſcuſſions of 
ſpeculative points „ from mutual miſapprehenſi ons, have been 
converted into anger and animoſities, which threaten the moſt 
fatal conſequences, His Majeſty. is too well acquainted 
with the natural juſtice and moderation of his Britiſh Par- 
lament, to believe that they could ever entertain the thought, 
of any! known or intended 1 inj uſtice or grievance, to their fel- 
low fabjeQs my America; and from the many recent and re- 
peated proofs of obedience, loyalty and affection, from the 
Coloniſts, and of their Uberality and diſintereſted zeal for the 


honour of His Maj eſty s arms, which they have freely and 


chearfully followed into diſtant climates, after the complete 
- conqueſt of America; he 18 equally ailured that his American 


fubjeQts, are incapable of being 1 influenced by narrow or ſel6ſh ” 
motives. His Majeſty has the fulleſt confidence, in the 1 


repeated declarations of his American Colonies, who have 


ſeparately and collectively declared, ce That they do ſin- ? 
cc cerely recognize their allegiance to his Crown, and all 


e due ſubordination to the Parliament of Great Britain; 


cc © that they ſhall always retain, the molt grateful ſenſe of 
£ the aſſiſtance and protection, which they have received; i 


40 « that their lives and fortunes are entirely devoted to His 
Majeſty 8 


12 - * 9 4 
* * 
— Ye TO _ * SIO * ** " 


(. -13 ) 
1 Majeſty's ſervice, to whith, on his royal requiſitions, they 
© have ever been ready, to contribute to the utmoſt of their 
e ability.” Therefore His Majeſty has t e fulleſt depen- 
dence © T hat whenevet the exiger cies of the ſtate may te- 
ce quire it, they will, as they have heretoforedone, chearfulfy 
« contribute theit full proportion ct men and money.” "7 "His 
Majeſty entertains the moſt confidgnt hope, from the uprigfit 
intentions of both parties, that upon a cool re-eonſide- 
ration of the original matters in diſpute, which His Majeſty 
has endeavoured to ſtate upon the grounds of reaſon, with 
fairneſs and impartiality, all unhappy animoſities and civil 
diſtractions, will be compoſed upon the ſolid foundations 
of equity and Juſtice; and that all things will be reſtored 
to that happy ſtate of harmony and mutual affection, which 
ſubſiſted at the termination of the late glorious war; and 
that every hoſtile and vindictive act or declaration, which 
has paſſed from the commencement of theſe unfortunate 
troubles, will be buried in everlaſting oblivion. Fl 


- 


It would be a grievous affliction to His Majeſty, to te the 
courage of his faithful ſubjects, averted to civil diſſentions, 


and the luſtre of the national arms ſtained with civil blood ; 


C to 


40 


to ſee the general peace and cranquility broken," Ad 
= invitations thereby: thrown out to his enemies, to dil-. - 
turb the glories of his reign 3 to ſee the unhappy diviſions. N 
of this kingdom againſt itſelf, giving courage-to- their ſe- 
cret reſentments, and tempting them, in- an evil hour, to 
reaſſu me thoſe hoſtile purpoſes againſt His Majeſty” s domi- 
nions, which the united. and compacted powers of the. 
: I whole houſe of Bourbon; were unable i in the: late glorious. 
war to accompliſh, againſt the then united and compacted: 
| arms of Great Britain and America. His Majeſty s moſt 


cearneſt and moſt anxious wiſhes are,. to ſee unanimity re- 


ſtored amongſt all his ſubjecks. that they may long enjay 
1 " — peace, the fruits of thoſe common victories; which have 
| heretofore cemented them in: one generab cauſe; that li” 
i = ing in harmony and brotherly kindneſs one towards anẽo- 
F | - ther, and in one common obedience to · the ſupreme legif- 
Jature, they may join all hands. with one heart, to ſupport 08 

the dignity of his Crown, the Juſt authority of Parliament, 

| the true and combined intereſts of Great Britain and Ame- 


rica; and thus, tranſmit to poſterity with everlaſting bo- 


nour, che united empire of theſe kingdoms. 
FP 


